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above, that it was an earthquake, from which they 
had no reafon to be under any apprehenfions. 

On the fame day (18th of February) there was an 
extraordinary motion in our waters, particularly in 
the Meufe, which was agitated as if it were by a 
whirlwind ; and the Jaur, a fmall river, which runs 
through our city, and was full before the earthquake, 
funk very low immediately after. In fome places 
the waters of wells were troubled ; but they were 
not fo with us. 

The animals were affedted by the fhocks. I was 
informed, that the horfes and cows made a great 
noife, even a confiderable time before; and at my 
houfe the hens and pigeons did the fame. 


CIII. An Account of the Agitation of the 
Sea at Antigua, Nov. i, 1755. By 
Capt. Affleck of the Advice Man of War. 
Communicated by Charles Gray, Efq ; 
jp. R. S. in a Letter to William Watfon, 

F. R. S. 

SIR, 

Read June 3,T'N a letter I had from Capt. Affleck, 
I 7 S^* commander of the Advice man of war, 
dated from Antigua the 3d of January laft, are the 
following paragraphs. 

“ The year was ufher’d in here by the fhocks of 
<c an earthquake, which is the fecond I have felt at 
“ this ifland ; neither of which have been violent 
■ <£ enough to do any damage. On the ift of No=» 

“ vember 
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c< vember laft, I find you had a remarkably fudden 
u flux and reflux of the fea at Portfmouth and 
“ other parts of the coaft, which was agitated in 
“ like manner, at the fame time, on the coaft of 
“ America, and all thefe iflands. The tide role 
ix here twelve feet perpendicular feverai times, 

“ and returned almoft immediately: the fame at 
<c Barbadoes. At Martinique, and moll of the 
u French iflands, it overflowed the low land, and 
te returned quickly to its former boundaries. The 
ci people at Barbadoes were never more aftonilhed ; 
u the rifing water in Carlifle Bay appearing as black 
“ as ink, inftead of the clear fea-green. 

<c Since I wrote this, I have taken a more par- 
“ ticular account of the flux and reflux above-men- 
“ tioned, from an obferving man of this ifland; 
“ who remarked, that here it began at half an hour 
u after three in afternoon, on the ill of November 
“ laft; and flowed, every five minutes, five feet per- 
cc pendicular, till as much after fix, without any 
“ violent difturbance on the furface of the water. 

P. S. In Martinique, in that remarkable flux and 
“ reflux of the fea, it was in fome places dry 
t( for a mile; and, in others, flowed into the 
£< upper rooms of the houfes and deftroyed 
“ much coffee; At the ifland of Sabia, it flowed 
<c twenty-one feet; and at St. Martin’s, a floop, 
“ that rode at anchor in fifteen feet water, was 
“ laid dry on her broadfide.” 

If the Royal Society have not yet had any more 
particular accounts of this matter from the Weft- 
Indies, the above is at their fervice; and, with my 
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moft refpe&ful compliments to Lord Macclesfield 
and the reft of the lords and gentlemen, 

I remain, Sir, 

Coichcfter, May Your very obedient 
* 6 ’ 175 humble fervant, 

Charles Gray. 


CIV. An Account of a remarkable Foffil , in 
a Letter from Edward Wright, M. D. to 
Mr. Peter Collinfon, F. R. S. 

Read June 3, T HAVE profited of the occafion of Sir 
>756. | Thomas Webb’s going to England, 

to fend you the draught of a pretty curious foflil, 
which you will probably receive about the time that 
this comes to hand. This foflil I difeovered in a 
marble table, in an inn at Ghent, in a tour I made 
about a month ago to Bruges, and fome other parts 
of thefe countries, in company with our ingenious 
and worthy friend Mr. Needham. This table, the 
Landlord told us, he purchafed at the fale of an an¬ 
cient family in the neighbourhood, and faid he be¬ 
lieved the marble was of this country, though he 
could not be certain. 

The foflil is what is called by naturalifts Ortboce- 
ratites , and is one of thofe, which I think is never 
found in its recent ftate. They are, I believe, very 
rare in England. This is by much the largeft I 

have 



